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As we spring into sum-
mer, I hope everyone is 
ready to enjoy boating!  
While on the water, re-
member to use the knowl-
edge you learned at the 
boating course and apply 
it to your safe boating 
procedures.  
 
For those who missed the 
Change of Watch, you 
missed a great time.  P/C 
Apryl Bernard created a 
wonderful video highlight-
ing her two years as 
Commander.  Well done! 

As commander, I will 
continue to steer Abse-
con Island Power Squad-
ron in a direction which 
will hopefully see growth 
in membership and more 
importantly continue to 
focus on having fun while 
safely boating. 
 
I hope to see everyone at 
our next meeting on 
Thursday, 16 June.  This 
will be a dinner meeting 
at the Mill Street Pub in 
Mays Landing.  I encour-
age everyone to come 

out for a night to social-
ize with old friends and 
maybe meet some new 
friends. 
 
I hope to see everyone 
there. 
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AIPS CALENDAR  

 
 
 
 

16 June  
AIPS Regular Meeting  

Mill Street Pub  

1900  
 

17ð28 July  

D5 Summer Cruise  
 

28ð31 July  

D5 Summer Council  
Crisfield, MD  

 

 19 August  
AIPS Regular Meeting  

1930  

 
9ð12 September  

AC In Water Boat Show  

 
15 September  

AIPS Regular Meeting  

1930  
 

30 September -  2 October  

D5 Sail Regatta  
Herrington Harbor South  

 

20 October  
GWIE Dinner  

 

 

Absecon  Light is the official publication of the  

Absecon Island Power Squadron,  

a unit of the United States Power Squadron. 

15-May Fred Dodd 

15-May James  Tracy III 

17-May Mark  Taylor 

18-May Donald  Sooy 

22-May Jo Ann Wescoat 

29-May Lisa Gonzalez 

30-May James  Tuohy 

1-Jun William Egan 

2-Jun Thomas Harris 

6-Jun Thomas  Glenn III 

10-Jun Frank  Hedges III 

11-Jun Barry Taylor 

12-Jun Gerard Delany 

13-Jun Ronald  Seagraves 

18-Jun Margaret  Perryman 

26-Jun Linda Graiser 

27-Jun George  Austin 

30-Jun Louise  Speitel 

mailto:jbcarugno@eht.k12.nj.us
mailto:Jerseygal341@verizon.net
mailto:Patlou8008@verizon.net
mailto:Paulou8008@verizon.net
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Scoop from the Poop Deck 

15 April 2011 brought the change 
of commanders for the first time in 
two years.  Commander Apryl Ber-
nard, P turned the helm over to her 
niece, Jaclyn Carugno, P.  The 
squadron is still in good hands as 
this is the second stint as com-
mander for Jacki. 
 
AIPS was honored to have the Dis-
trict Commander, Bernard Karpers, 
AP and his lovely first mate, Kathy 
in attendance to conduct the 
Change of Watch.  This was 
Bernieôs first official Change of 
Watch as District Commander.  We 
were also joined by Mel & Rhoda 
Schralow of Delaware River. 
 
Over 35 were in attendance at 
Cousin Marioôs restaurant in Mays 
Landing.  The food was good, the 
company superb.  Although a little 
music filtered in from the bar, our 
group coped with it and went on.  
Thanks to all who attended. 
 
Several awards were given out: 
2 Life Membership plaques (Betty 
Byerly and Apryl Bernard) 
The Members of the Year Award 
was given to Ashle and Britne Ber-
nard for their dedicated service to 
AIPS.  This is the first time I be-
lieve that a co-award was given; 

but what else could you do for the 
twins? 
 
P/C Dave Bernard was recognized for 
his outstanding teaching of the boat-
ing classes the past year. 
 
Instead of the usual farewell address, 
Apryl chose to showcase the past two 
years in video. Outgoing Commander 
Bernard was given her framed flag 
and a plaque commemorating her 
years of service.  She was also given 
a flat screen monitor for her com-
puter, a gift that will definitely get 
used.  P/C Bernard will take over the 
editorship of the District newsletter 
next year.  Congrats to her! 
 
Commander Carugno was sworn in 

as commander and encouraged 
members to stay involved and bring 
others to share the fun and fellowship 
we have. 
 
Did you know that Absecon Island now 

has its very own Facebook 
page?  If you are a Facebook 
user, you can search for us 
by typing in Absecon Island 
Power Squadron.  There you 
will find many photos from 

past events.  We also try to post upcom-
ing events there also.  Check it out!  Dis-
trict  5 also has a Facebook page.  
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Executive Officer  
Ralph A. Bernard, AP 

In conjunction with Safe Boating Week beginning on May 21, please read the following release from the National Safe 
Boating Council  
 
NATIONAL SAFE BOATING COUNCIL ENCOURAGES STATES WITH THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS AND FA-
TALITIES TO ñWEAR IT!ò, PROVIDES TIPS FOR SAFE BOATING FOR ALL 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (March 31, 2011) ï The National Safe Boating Council (NSBC), through the U.S. Coast Guard Accident 
Statistics, has identified states with the highest number of accidents and fatalities in 2009. Although National Safe Boating 
Week, held on Memorial Day weekend is the traditional start of the recreational boating season, spring breakers and eager 
boaters often take to the water early. The NSBC encourages all boaters to always wear a life jacket each and every time they 
are on the water 
 
Using data gathered by the U.S. Coast Guard, the NSBC has identified the following top-ranking states for boating deaths: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additionally, the NSBC has identified the following top-ranking states for boating accidents: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In 2009, the Coast Guard counted 4,730 accidents that involved 736 deaths, 3,358 injuries and 
approximately $36 million dollars of damage to property as a result of recreational boating accidents. Of those who drowned, 84 
percent were not wearing life jackets. 
ñThe statistics show that no matter where you are boating, being properly prepared and equipped and wearing a life jacket can 
help save many lives,ò Virgil Chambers, executive director of the National Safe Boating Council said. ñWe want to prove that life 
jackets not only save lives, but that todayôs life jackets are comfortable, stylish and easy to wear,ò Boaters need to be and 
should be properly informed and educated about boating safety and most importantly, remember to óWear It!ôò 
To prevent drowning and promote safe boating practices, the National Safe Boating Council encourages all recreational boaters 
to wear their life jacket and follow these five life jacket safety tips: 
1. No matter what activity you have planned - boating, fishing sailing, etc. - always remember to wear a life jacket every time 
you are on the water. Accidents on the water can happen much too fast to reach and put on a stowed life jacket. Drowning is 
the cause of death in approximately three-fourths of boating fatalities and approximately 84 percent of those who drown are not 
wearing life jackets. 
2. Make sure your life jacket is U.S. Coast Guard-approved. Double check that your life jacket is 
appropriate for your favorite boating activities. 
3. Take the time to ensure a proper fit. 
4. Life jackets meant for adults do not work for children. If you are boating with children, make sure they are wearing properly 
fitted, child-sized life jackets. 
5. On recreational vessels underway, children under 13 years old must wear a Coast Guard approved life jacket unless they are 
below decks or in an enclosed cabin. Some state laws vary - check with your local Marine Law Enforcement Authorities. 
Chambers said boating and other recreational water activities are fun and enjoyed by many people across the states but em-
phasizes life jackets and boating safety messages can ultimately help to save lives. 
Life jacket wear by every boater is the leading goal of the North American Safe Boating Campaign, which kicks off officially with 
National Safe Boating Week, May 21 ï 27, 2011. The North American Safe Boating Campaign unites the efforts of a wide vari-
ety of boating safety advocates, including NASBLA, the Canadian Safe Boating Council and the many members of the National 
Safe Boating Council. The campaign is produced under a grant from the Sports Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund, ad-
ministered by the U.S. Coast Guard. 
  

1. Florida 
2. California 
3. Texas 
4. Michigan 
5. Louisiana 

6. Virginia 
7. New York 
8. Tennessee/Washington (tie) 
9. Kentucky 
10. North Carolina 

1. Florida 
2. California 
3. Maryland 
4. Texas 
5. Arizona 

6. Missouri 
7. New York 
8. Georgia 
9. North Carolina 
10. Virginia 
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District/National News & Events 

The last week in March brought the District 5 Spring Conference held at the Princess Royale 

Hotel in Ocean City, MD.  Several members went south and a few came north to attend this 

event.  From the weather that we had down there, you would not have known it was Spring.  

Sunday morning, Mother Nature had a surprise for all of us!  SNOW!!!!!  It was actually very 

pretty and luckily it did not last very long.  

Friday morning there were a great selection of seminars and training classes to attend.  

Friday night the hospitality suites were lower in number than usual, but the quality was still 

there.  Richmond as usual outdid themselves with the Eiffel Tower.  This night is a great time to 

see everyone and catch up on old times.  

Saturday brought more classes and meetings and the afternoon meeting where awards and rec-

ognitions are given.  This year two members received their Life Membership plaques.  Betty 

Byerly and Apryl Bernard were both recognized.  

Saturday evening is the District Change of Watch.  D/C Chris Brown was feted as the outgoing 

D/C and we welcomed in new D/C Bernie Karpers.  Chris was given a Yabba Dabba Doo wel-

come by the other past District Commanders.  

Sunday morning we woke up to a Winter Wonderland and a great reception hosted by Dundalk.  

 

The end of April P/C Dave Bernard, AP, chaired the District NOAA seminar in Norfolk, VA.  While 

there the attendees were fortunate to go on a vessel from Old Dominion University and take 

soundings.  See more pictures on page 8.  
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Educational Officer  
Esther (Betty) Byerly, AP  

 

I would like to announce that we now 
have two certified educators for safe 
boating. P/C David Bernard, AP and  
P/D/C Ralph Bernard, AP have gone 
through the process.   Thank you for get-
ting this done.  
  
We are now teaching at AtlantiCare in 
English Creek. Nine persons signed up 
and they will be members of USPS for six 
months. We would like to get them inter-
ested in joining our squadron during this 
period.  
  
Mid March we had a class of 9 and they 
are also members of USPS. Hopefully we 
can encourage them to come to our May 
19th  meeting at the American Legion in 
Absecon  
  
We are in  the process of planning upcom-
ing courses and advances courses. The 
public is invited to become members and 
also invited to take advanced courses.  
  
All squadrons are now taking on Boating 
Operating Certification to help new boat-
ers become acquainted with 
the  operation of their boat. I hope we can 
get some of our members to become in-
volved with this program.  
  
Have a safe and pleasant boating season.  
 
Activities going on will be e -mailed to all  

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

You can verify your personal information on 
the USPS web page.  Hereôs how: 
 

Go to www.usps.org. 
U Click on member stuff; a drop down 

menu will appear 

U Click on Logon 
U When the next page appears; put in 

your certificate #; then your pass-

word, hit Enter.  (if you do not know 
your certificate number, look in your 
roster) 

U Click on manage your own profile 
from the menu on the left hand side 

of the page 
U Your profile should come up; check it 

for its accuracy. 

 
If there are corrections to be made; please e
-mail Lynn Graiser at the following e-mail:  

lynn39@verizon.net. with changes that are to 
be made. 
 

Check back in a  week to see if it is correct. 

 

It has been reported---- 

Anyone going to the 
Motor Vehicle Office to 
renew their drivers li-

cense and boat is also 
on the license must produce their Boat 
Safety Certificate to them or they will 
not renew your license. Itôs better to be 

prepared. 

http://www.usps.org/
mailto:lynn39@verizon.net
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 P/D/C Ralph Bernard and 

Nance 

 

NOAA Chairperson P/C Dave Bernard 

Ralph Bernard shows 

off the equipment 

used to take sound-

ings on the ship 

Dave Bernard shares a hug with 

our District first lady, Kathy 

Karpers 
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Top Right:  Cdr Apryl Bernard receives Life member plaque from V/C 

Jean Hamilton and D/C Chris Brown 

Top Middle:  Lt/C Betty Byerly receives her Life member plaque from V/

C Jean Hamilton and D/C Chris Brown. 

Top Right:  P/D/C Brian Becker receives a twin kiss from Ashle and 
Britne Bernard 

Middle Left:  Nancy, Britne & Apryl Bernard enjoy the Friday night fes-

tivities. 

Middle Right:  P/C Dave Bernard pipes the Bridge aboard during the Sat-

urday Change of Watch 

Bottom Left:  Snow scenes from Sunday morning 

Bottom Right:  Betty Byerly, Lynn Nelson and Nancy Bernard at the 

Change of Watch Saturday evening 


