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When AIPS was founded in 1940, we were a popular boating organization 

designed to promote boating safety.   Meetings were formal social events 

where men came in uniform and women werenõt allowed to be 

members.   Today, while our mission is still the same, the organization has 

changed dramatically.   Women are members and uniforms are rarely 

worn.   Change is the cornerstone to keeping organizations alive 

today.   Today, most of you are no longer receiving the òLightó in the mail, 

but rather are reading it on your computer.   We ask you to òlikeó us on 

Facebook or join a chat room or blog to discuss your boating tales on òSail 

Angle.ó 

Sometimes, however, we have become such a tech -generated world that 

we miss out on the interaction between REAL people.   As we celebrate 

our Founders Day on February 16, join us for some real people and real 

fun.    Hope to see you there!  
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Editor : 
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aprylber@msn.com 
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Circulation Editor : 

Lt George Austin, AP 
(609) 641-1019 

 
7 January John Courter 
14 January Anthony 
  Carugno 
21 January Robert Hilly 
24 January Thomas R. 
  Dougherty 
4 February Ashle Bernard 
  Britne Bernard 
  Joe Marshall 
5 February Charlie Heuer 
9 February Charlie 
McGinnis 
15 February Christian E. 
  Jensen 
23 February Keith Boakes 
25 February Denise Delany 
  Michelle Kline 
12 March Bill Benton 
18 March Mary Kourakin 
 
 
 

AIPS CALENDAR  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 February 2012  
AIPS Founderôs Day Dinner 
Absecon American Legion  

 
16 March 2012  

AIPS Annual Meeting  
Absecon American Legion  

Absecon  
1930  

 
30 March - 1 April  

D5 Spring Conference  
Ocean City,  MD  

 
Change of Watch  
Italian Gourmet  

19 April 2012  

 

 

Absecon  Light is the official publication of the  

Absecon Island Power Squadron,  

a unit of the United States Power Squadron. 

mailto:jbcarugno@eht.k12.nj.us
mailto:Jerseygal341@verizon.net
mailto:Patlou8008@verizon.net
mailto:Paulou8008@verizon.net
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Scoop from the Poop Deck 
Another holiday season has come and 
gone.  Thank s to  Commander Jaclyn 
Carugno for your hard work in putting 
together the Christmas party at the Italian 
Gourmet.  The format was a little 
different in that a new Santa game was 
played; hope all got what they wanted.  
The pasta station was a great feature.   
The Christmas trivia games were great.  
Thanks again to Jacki & Tony and their 
committee for a fun evening.  Check 
pictures on page 3. 
 
It is mentioned in the Commanderôs 
message and there is a flyer in this issue 
of the Light, but this writer urges you to 
attend the Founderôs Day Dinner on the 
16

th
 of February at 6:30 pm.  This is a fun 

event at a low cost ($10.00).  It is also a 
chance to unload some unwanted items 
you may have received in the past.  You 
can also have the opportunity to receive 
the annual ñbrickò that seems to crop up 
each year.  Join us on the 16

th
; contact 

Apryl Bernard at 609-625-4987; e-mail:  
aprylber@msn.com to let her know what 
you are bringing. 
 
Join all AIPS members by attending the 
Annual Meeting on March 15.  This is 
where elections for next yearôs bridge 
and committee are made.  Come out and 
make your voice heard. 
 
Make plans to join the District 5 crowd at 
the Spring Conference in Ocean City, 
MD 30 March to 1 April.  The reservation 
form is included in this issue.  This is a 
fun event for all with the Hospitality 
Suites offering challenges and good eats 
for all. 
 

The AIPS Change of Watch is tentatively set 
for 19 April at the Italian Gourmet 
Restaurant in Galloway.  Stay tuned for 
more information. 
 

Does anyone have any ideas for a fun 

event; contact Administrative Officer Lou 

Orth with your ideas.  (609) 652-8008. 

Did you know that Absecon 
Island now has its very own 
Facebook page?  If  you are a 
Facebook user, you can search 
for us by typing in Absecon 
Island Power Squadron.  There 
you will find many photos from 
past events.  We also try to post 
upcoming events there also.  
Check it out! District  5 also has 
a Facebook page  

mailto:aprylber@msn.com
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District/National News & Events 
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Educational Officer  
Esther (Betty) Byerly, AP  

I have   scheduled this class 

for after the Boat Show in 

Feb. I hope to be able to 

pick up a few more 

students at the show. We 

will have some books   with 

us for anyone who might 

want to sign up there.  

  

The  new class will be held 

Feb 21 & 28, Mar 6 &13. It 

will be held at AtlantiCare 

Life Center, EHT Bldg 200.  

  

Starting time is   6:30 to 

9:00 PM.  

  

Anyone can contact me  @ 

609 -909 -9435 or e -mail me 

@jerseygal341@verizon.net . 

 

 

 

 
Help us keep up to date:  
 
If you have an address, phone 
number or e-mail change, please 
contact Lynn Graiser at the 
following e-mail:  
lynn39@verizon.net. Or (609) 625
-1536 with changes that are to be 
made. 
 

mailto:jerseygal341@verizon.net
mailto:lynn39@verizon.net
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AIPS SAFETY FIRST 
 

Boating Safety - It Could Mean Your Life  
 
In the most recent year with complete data, 
the US Coast Guard reports that there were 
4730 recreational boating accidents in the 
U.S. and its territories in which 736 lives were 
lost. Almost 75% of the fatal accident victims 
drowned, and of these, 84% were reported as 
not wearing a life jacket. Seven out of every 
ten boaters who drowned were using boats 
less than 21 feet in length.  
 
BWI (Boating While Intoxicated) is the leading 
contributing factor in fatal boating accidents; it 
was listed as the leading factor in 16% of the 
deaths. Operators with a blood alcohol level 
of 0.10 percent (for most of us, that means 
just one to three beers) are 10 times as likely 
to be killed in a boating accident as a sober 
boater. 
 
What about the remaining four deaths out of 
every five? Additional contributing factors 
were operator inattention, operator 
inexperience, excessive speed and other 
improper operation, improper lookout, poor 
vision, faulty equipment, inadequate safety 
systems and devices, limited or inaccurate 
local knowledge, and ignorance of basic rules 
of the waterway.  
 
ABA encourages every boater to be serious 
about boating safety, starting with the proper 
kind and amount of boater training. 
Remember, a boating mishap or fatality often 
involves innocent people who share in none 
of the blame, but all of the consequence. As a 
responsible boater, the life you save may very 
well be someone else's. Remember,  
B E S A F E * - KNOW YOURé 
 
Boat 
Equipment 
Safety devices and PFDs 
Alcohol limits 
First aid and emergency procedures 
Environment (area and weather) 
 

...BEFORE YOU GO! 
 * Source: National Safe Boating Council 
 

What Do I Do With My Old Fire 
Extinguishers?  

 
By Wayne Spivak, Branch Chief ï National 
Training Department, United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary 
 
It invariably happens.  In fact it's almost 
common-place. One would be amazed at how 
much this has become such a common 
occurrence. 
 
It happens every time I teach a safe boating 
course. It happened just the other day, by e-
mail. It is that e-mail that has prompted this 
article. 
 
What happens? I'm asked "What do I do with 
my old fire extinguishers?" 
 
Fire extinguishers manufactured in the past 
decade come in three varieties, water filled, 
gas filled and chemical filled extinguishers. 
With the exception of chemical filled 
extinguishers, both water filled and gas (CO2) 
filled extinguishers are inert, and are not 
harmful. The dry chemical variety can cause 
irritation, so extra care should be taken with 
these units. 
 
Older fire extinguishers may have been 
charged with chemicals such as carbon 
tetrachloride or halon. If in doubt, contact your 
local fire department or fire extinguisher 
service companies (found conveniently in the 
yellow pages). 
 
The common denominator in the three 
different types of fire extinguishers mentioned 
is the fact that they each container is under 
pressure. Without pressure, when you 
squeezed the activating trigger, nothing would 
happen. This is why, on most units today; 
there is a pressure gauge. 
 
Many of today's units are also rechargeable. 
This means for a small amount of money, 
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usually a fraction of the cost of a new unit, 
you can have your fire extinguisher emptied, 
checked and re-filled. 
 
But let's get back to the inevitable question. 
You don't want the old fire extinguisher. What 
do you do with it? 
 
First and foremost, contact your local fire 
department, sanitation department or 
environmental protection department and find 
out what your local laws stipulate. Some 
locals consider fire extinguishers as hazard 
waste. Others won't permit you to put fully 
charged extinguishers in with the regular 
garbage. 
 
However, you may be able to dispose of 
discharged extinguishers. If you are 
permitted, here's the chance to practice what 
we hope you will never have to do, use the 
fire extinguisher. 
 
Remember, when you use a fire extinguisher, 
you point at the bottom of the fire, and spray 
with a left to right (or right to left) motion using 
short bursts from the fire extinguisher. 
 
A unit under pressure, if crushed, can 
explode. Once the unit is discharged, there is 
no potential of an accident should the 
extinguisher be crushed during the disposal 
phase. 
 
To learn more about what to do during a 
boating emergency, why not take a boating 
safety course! The United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary has a variety of boating 
courses geared for all levels of boating 
knowledge. You can contact your local 
Auxiliary Flotilla by either calling your local 
Coast Guard unit or visiting the Coast Guard 
on the web at http://www.uscg.mil/default.asp 
or the Coast Guard Auxiliary at http://
www.cgaux.org 

(Continued from page 7) 

http://www.uscg.mil/default.asp
http://www.cgaux.org/
http://www.cgaux.org/

